Family Driven Care means families are

in the driver seat to :

» Make decisions about their care

« Work to improve service systems

« Help other families navigate through
the system

Gadsden/Leon PACT Partners are
committed to working with Whole Child
Leon to improve community wide early
childhood well-being by working with
families to help them not only improve
the well-being of their children but to all
the children in the community.

Contact Us:
Frank Platt— PACT Coordinator
Frank.Platt@flfamilies.com

Courtney Atkins - Executive Director, Whole
Child Leon
eaphelp@netzero.com

Theresa Parsons— Youth & Family Coordinator
Theresa@flfamilies.net

Learn more at
communitypact.org

Gadsden/Leon
PACT Partners:
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Gadsden/Leon PACT is a consortium
of early childhood providers, parents
and community leaders who focus on
a community level investment in the
social, emotional, developmental and
behavioral well-being of young children
and their families in the Gadsden and
Leon County area.

PACT brings together the families of
young children with the agencies who
provide community based services to
them as well as community leaders who
understand the importance to the
community to empower the entire
Gadsden and Leon early childhood
community to develop a truly family
driven service system.

PACT is a family driven, community
based, and culturally and linguistically
competent system of care in which
service and support programs see
parents and caregivers as the expert on
their children. PACT seeks input from
families to understand how to improve
the system. With the help of Whole
Child Leon, PACT has brought together
many of the providers of services for
young children from both Gadsden and
Leon Counties in an effort to identify the
barriers to effective and

timely services. PACT
strives to improve the x
well being of children

and families.

Community Well-Being

Since young children’s well-being is so
closely tied to the emotional and
physical well-being of their caregivers,
we believe that the best way to improve
the young child’s well being is through
coordinated services that focus on the
needs of the child’s entire environment.
This means they must include everyone
that has an impact on that child’s life
including: parents, extended family,
school, faith based, and service
providers.

To accomplish the basic goal of
improving child well-being by engaging
and empowering families the
development of a Family Empowerment
Zone with a community café as its
corner stone is critical for the parents of
the young children in our community.

PACT also works with youth ages 13-21
who have child welfare or
department of juvenile
Justice involvement to
help them improve their
lives and prepare them to
raise the next generation
of healthy babies.

Working with parents & caregivers to: I

Increase parental awareness on what
early childhood well-being is and how
to ensure that children are healthy at
age one, school ready by age 5,
connected to services when needed
and have a positive early childhood
experience

e Provide training and support to
become parent advocates, family
mentors so that parents can assist
other parents in understanding and
navigating the system of care

o Establish family and youth support
groups

Working with service providers &
agencies to:

e Increase collaborative leadership to
ensure integrated and evidence-
based services are accessible to all
children and their families in our
community

e Improve the medical community’s

understanding of the connection
between physical wellness and the
social, emotional, behavioral and
developmental well-being of children
and their families.

Working with community leaders to:

e Increase community-wide awareness
of the importance of child and family
well-being to improve community
wellness

e Provide activities for youth and
families.



